
60 East Main Street, Oyster Bay, New York 11771 

The Reverend Dr. Jeffrey D. Prey, Pastor 

The "Re-opening Task Force"  

(Jessica, Cristina, Deborah, Jerry, Ken, Eileen, Lou, and me)  

has made their recommendations.  You have responded.  

Deacons and Session have concurred.  There were no major changes,  

so here is what this summer looks like for "church" in 2020. 

 

 We will continue with Online Zoom Worship as we are currently doing, starting in July at 

9:00 a.m., and supplement that with "weather permitting"  

drive-by / curbside Coffee Hour, along with other, safe / outdoor opportunities  

for fellowship and ministry.  This will include "bring your own chairs" worship from the 

Sanctuary entrance (and, still on Zoom), and "BYOC" movies in the circle.  Other ideas are 

in development.  We would continue this until at least the middle of August.  We will meet 

again as a Task Force to re-evaluate in early July. 
 

Our reasoning is: 

 -  we currently could meet with a self-imposed limit on the number of people to address 

concerns of personal safety.  So - we would need to do a blended in-person / live streamed 

service.  But what would we gain from that, and what would we lose from our current Zoom 

service (see below re: music...)? 

 -  Our current experience is generally positive.  Adding the possibility of in-person, outside 

fellowship after worship and Zoom / break-out room "coffee hour," along with other events, fills 

the void that Zoom cannot. 

 -  we are concerned about people either feeling like they are missing out (if they are in the 

demographic that should not come in person right now, regardless of what number is safe), or - 

feeling obligated to come... or - coming whether it is safe for them or not, because - by golly - 

that's what they're going to do. 

 -  we are fortunate to be able to offer a full complement of music as a part of worship on 

Zoom.  If we came together in person, we would not be able to do this (singing spreads droplets 

far and wide in a way that speaking does not...). 

 -  the bottom line is:  Zoom works for us.  The breakout room coffee hour has received 

positive feedback.  The possibility of coming to the parking lot after worship and "coffee hour" 

for a little actual fellowship worked well.   

 As with Zoom, we feel we can develop that in the weeks ahead as we expand our "outside 

offerings" and meet the needs of our community best.   

 If you have any ideas for "Outside Gatherings and Events" (like the weeding and pruning 

party this past Saturday) - please share them with me. 
 

So, until next time (or - hopefully - until Sunday, on Zoom), take care… be safe… and know 

that you have the strength and support of a much larger family, and that together, we will more 

than survive.  We will thrive. 
 



Please note:  If you have not been receiving our emails with the weekly link for Zoom and 

online worship, episodes of “Cast Away - Season 1,” or the various updates we send out to 

stay in touch - please call the office so we can add your email to the list. 

 
    
    

 

 

 

 

DRIV E  I N  WORSH IP  
OUTDOOR MOVI E  N IGH T S  

  
 

 

coming up soon…   
Movie Night 

 

 

 

          

 
 

 

When: July 8 @ 7:30  

Following a request from Jeff’s Sermon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

dates to be announced 


